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EDITORIAL 


It All Depends On Your Viewpoint 


By Chalmers W. Alexander 


One of the finest gentlemen in the Southern Presbyterian Church is Dr. Darby Fulton, Secretary of the 
Board of World Missions. He is respected and honored by Bible-believing Christians, both within our own 
denomination and in other denominations as well, as one of our nation’s leading Christian statesmen. 


When Dr. Fulton was ordained as a minister, he 
subscribed to his ordination vows without any 
mental reservations. He did not have his fingers 
crossed or repeat the ordination vows “just to get 
in. 


And, as Secretary of the Board of World Mis- 
sions, Dr. Fulton has consistenty chartered a course 
which has been in accord with the full teaching of 
the Holy Bible and the Westminster standards. 
He has remained consistently faithful to the solemn 
vows which he took when he was ordained as a 
minister. 


Now in recent years, much to the surprise of the 
Bible-believing Christians in our denomination, Dr. 
Fulton has been increasingly “‘under fire’ because 
of the principles for which he and the Board of 
World Missions stand. 


And, strange to say, those who have been taking 
verbal pot shots at him are not free thinkers outside 
the pale. Those who have been shooting away at Dr 
Fulton (and sometimes from ambush) are some of 
his fellow ministers in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. 

What an amazing situation! 


And yet, this should not altogether surprise us. 
‘Those ministers who would like very much indeed 
to lift the scalp of Dr. Fulton and have it among 
their “cloudy trophies hung” are now on the war- 


path because, in the final analysis they themselves 
differ radically with Dr. Fulton in matters of doc- 
trine and belief. Those ministers simply do* not 
believe fully that which Dr. Fulton believes. Al- 
though when they were ordained, these ministers 
solemnly vowed that they accepted the full teachings 
of the Holy Bible and of the Westminster standards, 
evidently, they no longer adhere to all of those 
doctrinal standards today. 


Those ministers, who take pride in considering 
themselves to be “‘liberal’’ would like to be regarded 
by others as being all sweetness and light, gently 
tolerant and broad of viewpoint. Yet, in spite of 
their best efforts to prevent it from happening, 
every now and then the masks of some of them slip 
down off their faces a bit—and we find them to be 
somewhat different from what they would like to be 
considered as being. 


Far from being all sweetness and light, we find 
some of them referring to those Bible-believing 
Christians with whom they differ as “reactionary 
elements,” guilty of “ecclesiastical blackmail” and of 
a “rule or ruin policy.” 

The Bible-believing Christians who vigorously 
are insisting that all Southern Presbyterian ministers 
and institutions remain faithful to the full teachings 
of the Bible and to the doctrines set forth in the 
Westminster standards are referred to by these so- 
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called liberals as “‘little men of little minds and 
spirits, failing greatness in themselves’ who ‘dare 
to seek to force the vision and the thought of our 
church into the narrow channels of their own 
prejudices.” 

They speak of those who differ with them on the 
great issues before our denomination as “this un- 
official and intolerant junta,” and they remark that 
our Southern Presbyterian Church today is im- 
poverished by censorship. 


(‘These remarks, quoted here, appeared recently 
in a publication named, but we trust does not 
indicate, The Presbyterian Outlook.) 


If, on the other hand, the name of some noted 
liberal like Dr. Henry Van Dusen, president of that 
hot-bed of extreme modernism known as Union [The- 
oogical Seminary of New York City (one of the 
faculty members of which seminary was for many 
years the well-known destructive modernist, Dr 
Harry Emerson Fosdick is mentioned, some of 
these same Southern Presbyterian ministers seem to 
be almost overwhelmed with a hushed feeling of 
respect and reverence like ‘a nun, breathless with 
adoration.’’ Now Dr. Van Dusen, one of my fellow 
alumni of Princeton University, is a man of ability 
and no doubt possesses great personal charm and a 
pleasing personality. But it is widely known that he 
failed to affirm belief in the virgin birth of the Lord 
Jesus Christ when he was ordained as a minister in 
the Northern Presbyterian Church. 

The Bible-believing Christians in our Southern 
Presbyterian Church have full confidence in Dr. 
Fulton and in his Board of World Missions. They 
do not, on the other hand, find themselves at all 
in accord with Dr. Henry Van Dusen’s theological 
position. 

Some of the so-called liberals in our denomination 
seem to have very much in common with Dr. Van 
Dusen while they do not, on the other hand, appear 
to be at all in accord with the theological position 


held by Dr. Fulton. 


A mimeographed memorandum, attacking the 
omission of Dr. Van Dusen from the program as a 
speaker at the Presbyterian Youth Convention to be 
held in December at Auburn, Ala., is now being 
circulated in our denomination. It is indeed interest- 
ing to find on that mimeographed memorandum the 
names of some Southern Presbyterian ministers who 
are giving their support and apparently their ap- 
proval, to Dr, Van Dusen despite his rejection of 
belief in the virgin birth of our Lord. 


This is doubly interesting when we recall that 
some of these same Southern Presbyterian ministers, 
at the recent General Assembly of our denomination, 
did not give their support to, but im some cases 
actually opposed, Dr Fulton on the Japan Uni- 
versity issue. 

As to how one feels in these important matters 
depends, of course, altogether on what one truly 
believes deep in his heart and what his theological 
viewpoint really is. 
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Liberalism In A 
Dilemma 


Theological liberalism is having a hard time; 
having led its followers up one blind alley after 
another it now finds itself disturbed at its own 
apparent futility. 


Dr. Charles Clayton Morrison, for many years 
editor of The Christian Century, recently had a 
series of articles in that periodical, admitting the 
disappointments and failures of liberalism. Un- 
fortunately, Dr. Morrison’s diagnosis falls far short 
of the actual underlying cause of liberalism’s failure 
and he will undoubtedly do as others are even now 
doing, look for other avenues of faith and expres- 
sion, outside the realm of established evangelical 
truth. 


Having denied both the accuracy and the final 
authority of the Bible as the Word of God, the 
liberal finds himself betrayed by human reason. 
Unable to accept the fact of God’s revelation; 
denying the right of the Scriptures to speak with 
authority in their own defense, or in their own 
interpretation, he has nothing left but the uncertain 
conclusions of ever-shifting opinions. 


The liberal faces a world he is unprepared for. 
Having ridiculed and held up to scorn those who 
believe that the return of our Lord is the final 
denouement, he finds himself in a world where 
civilization totters on an abyss from which the 
efforts of man can never save it. How can he 
accept a literal return of Christ when he concedes 
the name “Christian” to those who deny His es- 
sential, unique and eternal deity, who deny His 
virgin birth, His ability to perform miracles, His 
atoning death and His actual, physical resurrection? 


The liberal faces frustration because his message 
is ineffective. The extreme liberal, having a form 
of godliness but denying the power thereof and the 
lesser liberal who makes common cause with those 
who deny Him, find the power absent from their 
message. Unable to convert sinners they seek to 
educate them into the Church. Lacking positive 
convictions on the things which constitute the Chris- 
tian faith they develop programs in which the 
primary emphasis is race relations, economic and 
other social adjustments. 


The informed liberal is also frustrated because he 
has esteemed the ecumenical approach of greater 
importance than doctrinal integrity and finds that 
while some unite on a “common faith in and loyalty 
to our divine Lord and Savior,” there are tens of 
thousands in the smaller sects rallying to standards 
of faith and practice counted absolutely essential in 
the larger denominations of a past generation. 
Furthermore, because of emphasis on doctrinal 
beliefs, these smaller sects are growing by leaps and 
bounds and attracting many who otherwise would 
adhere to the more conventional churches. 
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The liberal is also disturbed because his faith in 
the innate goodness of the human heart is upset by 
the undeniable evidence that the hearts of men are 
desperately wicked and that unregenerate man is 
hopelessly lost. 


The liberal is likewise appalled by the develop- 
ments of science which he has slavishly worshipped. 
Science, in the hands of sinful man, has brought 
forth a Frankenstein which even now can destroy 
civilization. 


Furthermore, the liberal is discomforted by the 
admissions of many scientists that some of their 
“assured findings’ are neither assured nor found. 
Having accepted the evolutionary hypothesis and 
building or rationalizing his faith accordingly, the 
liberal now finds that the Genesis record is entirely 
compatible with established scientific facts. This is 
embarrassing, to say the least. 


Yes, liberalism faces a dilemma. The humble 
seeker after truth whether he be a mistaken liberal 
or a loveless follower of orthodoxy will turn to God 
His eternal Son and His Book and find the answer. 
The liberal who is actually masking unbelief under 
the cloak of a liberalism, will seek out yet other 
blind alleys into which he will explore, taking all 
he can influence to accompany him into yet further 
adventures of make-believe. —L.N.B. 


The Main-Stream Of 
Christianity 


Rather frequently these days one hears the state- 
ment that the great movements for ecumenicity, with 
their various ramifications and implications are the 
“main-stream of Christianity.” 


Near Chattanooga the railroad crosses the Tenn- 
essee River, first on a short bridge to an island and 
then by a long bridge over a wide expanse of water. 
‘The casual traveller would surmise that this broad 
part is the main stream of the river. 


But, if one will look closely, one will see that 
along the narrow channel are buoys and navigation 
lights and it is along this narrow channel that the 
boats are passing. The broad waterway is so shallow 
it is useless. 


The main-stream of Christianity is to be found 
where souls are saved from sin and built up into 
useful Christians. Along this stream will be found 
the buoys of an unimpaired faith and the navigation 


lights of the Bible as the very Word of God. 


Numbers, clamor, organization, none of these 
seem to have great importance in God’s sight The 
main-stream of Christianity is where God's Holy 
Spirit is working in power. 


“In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in 
pe 
quietness and in confidence shall be your strength. 


—L.N.B. 


The Spiritual Mission 
Of The Church 


In her origin and through the longer part of her 
history the Southern’ Presbyterian Church has 
gloried in the spiritual mission of the Church. This 
is a part of our testimony to the sole Headship of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. As He is our King it is the 
Church’s duty as a part of His Kingdom to do only 
those things He has commissioned His Church to 
do, that is, worship God, preach the Gospel, pro- 
claim the law of Christ given in His Word. 


Those who have followed in this Southern Pres- 
byterian faith have not felt comfortable in some of 
the inter-denominational or super-church movements 
because these movements have sought to channel the 
activities of all of the co-operating denominations 
into other tasks than those committed by Christ to 
His Church. Recent comments bring this out in a 
conspicuous manner. 


An elder in a nearby synod complains that an 
interdenominational organization there is arranging 
for the Churches to discuss and make findings on 
the matter or price controls. A lady here objects 
that the Council of Churchwomen recently appeared 
before the City Council on one side of the question 
of rent controls. Another elder from a nearby synod 
objects that a committee of an interdenominational 
organization on which our Church was represented, 
submitted a resolution to their Executive Commiiiee 
charging that the Un-American Activities Commit- 
tee of Congress had been used “to falsify, intimidate, 
and smear,” and asking for a new committee. 


Brethren, are these matters for the Church? Has 
Christ commissioned His body to settle these 
matters’ Has the Church a fact-finding committee 
to investigate such matters? Or is the Church. ex- 
pected to act on sentiment or sentimentality without 
awareness of facts? Is the Church in the world 
hunting questions about which to pass resolutions, 
or has God put her here with a task and a message 
that is unique, God-given, and God-empowered ? 
The Apostle Paul was separated unto the Gospel of 
God concerning His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 


(Romans 1). —Wnm.C.R. 


Howerton Hall 


At its August meeting the Board of Directors of 
the Mountain Retreat Association voted to name 
the new conference building, erected on the site of 


the old Alba Hotel, Howerton Hall. 


This building, which also contains a spacious and 
lovely cafeteria, has been completed and has been in 
use all summer. The rooms are large and well ap- 
pointed, and the entire building, both in outward 
appearance and interior finishing is one which is a 
credit to Montreat and which will mean much to 
those attending conferences in the years to come. 


In naming this building Howerton Hall the Di- 
rectors have given rightful recognition to the man 
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who first envisioned Montreat as a Presbyterian 
summer camping ground and who later became the 
first President of the Mountain Retreat Association. 


Dr. J. R. Howerton was one of the great 
preachers and teachers of our Church, having occu- 
pied pastorates in some of our larger cities, including 
the First Church in Charlotte. For many years he 
was Professor of Philosophy and Ethics at Wash- 
ington & Lee University. In 1907 he was Moderator 
of our General Assembly. 


In thus recognizing the interest and work of Dr. 
Howerton on behalf of Montreat, the directors have 
taken a step which will meet with applanse over our 


Church. 


HowertTon HaAtt—the name is euphonious, op- 
portune and eminently fitting. —L.N.B. 


A PREACHER WRITES 
A GENERAL 


A letter from Contributing Editor Wade C. 
Smith enclosed a copy of a letter he had written to 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur in Tokyo, Mr. Smith 
says: 

“Enclosed is a carbon copy of a letter I had the 
nerve to write to General MacArthur. It occurred 
to me that it might be suitable for the columns of 
The Journal .. . it seemed to me there could not be 
a better application of God’s word than this—in 
the present Korean situation.” 


Fontana Dam, N. C.., 
July 27, 1950. 


General Douglas MacArthur, 
Tokyo. 


My dear General: 


Pardon my presumption in addressing you at a 
time like this, but I ran upon something this 
morning as | was praying for your success, which is 
so definitely a Word from God and timely that I 
cannot refrain from passing it on to you, taking the 
chance that you might have time to read it 


I am more assured of this venture because of the 
stand you have taken in the matter of distributing 
God's Word among the people of Japan, and I feel 
confident that you have the Christian faith that will 
appreciate and appropriate it. 


In a little book, entitled Daily Light, there are 
yrouped for each day verses from various parts of 
the Bible upon some chosen subject. Following is 
the grouping for today: 

Thou hast girded me with strength for the battle. 
Ps. 18:39. 

When I am weak, then am I strong. 2 Cor. 
12:10. 


Asa cried unto the Lord his God, and said, Lord 
it is nothing with Thee to help, whether with many, 
vr with them that have no power: help us, O Lord 
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our God; for we rest on Thee, and in Thy name we 
go against this multitude. O Lord, Thou art our 
God; Let not man prevail against Thee. 


Jehoshaphat cried out, and the Lord helped him. 
2 Chron. 18:31. 


It is better to trust in the Lord than to put 
confidence in man. It is better to trust in the Lord 
than to put confidence in princes. Ps. 118:8,9, 


There is no king saved by the multitude of a 
host: a mighty man is not delivered by much 


strength. Prov. 33:16, 17. 


We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you 


the whole armor of God. Eph. 6:12, 13. 


I am sincerely yours in Him, 
Wade C. Smith. 
Addressed by Air-Mail to 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur, 
U.S.A. and U.N. Headquarters, 
TOKYO, JAPAN. 


No Detour 


There is a single gate into eternal life. There is 
a bridge which must be crossed. There is a way 
which cannot be avoided if one is to be saved. “Ye 
must be born again,” is a categorical statement of 
our Lord which has never been abrogated. 


Many detours around have been attempted. 


Time, effort and money are directed into an 
educational program which seeks to detour around 
the new birth. 


The same can be said for multiplied efforts to 
change the environmental circumstances of individ- 
uals, especially the less fortunate. 


There are also multiplied activities to change the 
personal outlook of individuals toward the social 
problems of our day, ignoring the sobering fact that 
until a man is born again he will never become a 
truly adjusted personality himself, nor can he make 
his rightful contribution to the social needs of his 
generation, 


Admission of the need for the new birth requires 
a humility some are unprepared to admit. It also 
requires recognition of the sinfulness of the human 
heart which requires a redemption found in Christ 
alone. 


Finally, the new birth is a spiritual process, a 
spiritual experience, a supernatural work of God, 
wrought in the hearts of those who come in humility, 
confessing their sins and their inability to save 
themselves and accepting in faith the work which 
our Savior, the eternal Son of God, has done for us. 


There is no detour—“Ye MUST be born again.”’ 
—L N.B. 
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Our Board Of World 


Missions First 


According to our Book of Church Order, the 
church courts have power to establish rules for the 
extension to the church agreeable to the Scriptures. 
The General Assembly has authority to concert 
measures for the prosperity and enlargement of the 
church and to superintend the agencies necessary to 
that end: for the General Assembly is the bond of 
union, peace and correspondence among all the con- 
gregations and courts of our church. 


The work of world missions has been committed 
by our General Assembly to the Board of World 
Missions and its plans and program are directed by 
the General Assembly, Under this direction, our 
board kept Christian evangelism in the primary 
place and has supported those schools which we con- 
trol and direct to that end. 


Under the Assembly’s direction, our Board has 
adhered to the policy of following largely the 
judgment of the local missions as to projects in the 
country where that mission labors. Under this policy, 
our Church is supporting schools and mission work 
in Japan and urgently needs all the money that can 
be given to increase the preaching of the Lord Jesus 
- Christ in this day of opportunity in Japan. 


It takes money to build homes and churches and 
schools and support missionaries and their helpers. 
Give as God has prospered you and pray that Japan 
may become a land of Christ rather than a land of 
the sun-goddess! 


In accord with its policy of looking to the local 
mission for guidance and its responsibility for seeing 
that funds given to it be used under its supervision 
for evangelical teaching and preaching, our Board 
of World Missions has declined to assume financial 
and administrative responsibility for the Japan Chris- 
tian University, and our General Assembly has 
sustained the Board in its position. 


Further, the 1950 Assembly directed that the 
benevolent budget of the Church be the first re- 
sponsibility of the Church and be raised before 
extra-budget benevolences be secured. 


Nevertheless, in March, 1949, a prominent editor 
put out a round-robin signed by a number of minis- 
ters of his school of thought high-pressuring our 
executive committee (now board) to support this 
university and to engage in certain other inter- 
denominational activities, one of which (particular 
4 in the round-robin) the General Assembly had 
specifically told the executive committee not to 
engage in. 


On overture from Mangum Presbytery, the 1949 
Assembly discouraged this effort to high pressure the 
executive committee into carrying out the policy of 
the aforesaid editor. 


Disregarding the 1949 Assembly, the editor con- 
tinued high pressure efforts to get the general as- 


sembly of 1950 to go over the head of its board and 
endorse the university. The 1950 Assembly stood 
behind its board and declined to do so. 


In the face of this further General Assembly 
action, this editor is now going over the head of the 
board and putting on a publicity campaign in our 
church in the interest of the Japan Christian 
University, a campaign which apparently puts the 
extra-denominational agency in the first place and 
our own Southern Presbyterian work committed to 
our Board of World Missions in the second place. 


The success of such an effort will be to divert 
funds from the authorized channels and embarrass 
our Board of World Missions by a falling off of 
gifts for the regular benevolent budget. 


In the face of this high-pressure campaign for a 
cause outside our own church benevolences, the 
Board of World Missions has acted and is acting 
with Christian charity and courtesy. 


Despite the high-pressure method disapproved by 
Mangum Presbytery and the Assembly of 1949, 
despite the fact that the round-robin asked the 
Executive Committee to do at least one thing 
(particular 4+) that the General Assembly had 
instructed it not to do, the executive committee and 
its successor, the Board of World Missions has 
moved carefully and construcively to do several of 
the things asked in the round-robin. 


The Board has done what it conscientiously could 
to satisfy the bequests made in the round-robin, even 
though those bequests were adjudged by the 1949 
Assembly made in undesirable ways. And further 
despite the continued use of the (Assembly-disap- 
proved) high-pressure method, the Board of World 
Missions has expressed itself kindly about gifts to 
the Japan Christian University, thus: 


“We would like to leave the way open for those 
who wish to do so to contribute to this project.” 


If this matter ever came up, we are confident that 
our Board of World Missions would also express 
itself in a kindly and Christian way about con- 
tributions that individuals might wish to make to, 
say, the China Inland Mission. 


Indeed, we remember a former member of our 
executive committee expressing himself in that way 
on the subject mentioned. Now, the very fact that 
our Board of World Missions can take and does take 
a Christian attitude toward such projects outside of 
our Board’s direct committals ought to commend the 
board the more highly to our liberality. 


Our Board of World Missions is doing the work 
the Church committed to it in a way that meets 
with the support of our General Assembly and our 
people. It does not begrudge what is given elsewhere. 
Its own work will stand on its own merits, rather 
it stands on the merits of Christ our Redeemer, for 
it is the carrying out of His great commission. 
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But because the Board has spoken in a Christian 
way about the Japan Christian University and will, 
if occasion arises, speak in a Christian way about 
the China Inland Mission, suppose the several Pres- 
byterian periodicals played up these extra-denomina- 
tional causes at the expense of our Board of World 
Missions. 


Suppose because the papers did so, pastors and 
voung people and the women of the Church got 
behind the extra-denominational causes and the 
authorized Board of World Missions had a shortage 
in its benevolent budget, would that be playing 
square with our own board? 


Now, we do not wish to be understood. We are 
not threatening to turn our gifts to the China In- 
land Mission. We believe in and are supporting our 
own Board of World Missions. We are using this 
example “on the right” to seek to get our brethren 
‘‘on the left” to face frankly their extra-denomina- 
tional activities. It makes a lot of difference whose 


ox is gored. The editor who is pushing the campaign 
for this extra-denominational cause boasts that the 
reorganization of the church’s agencies is the work 
of his group. 


If the rest of the Church is accepting and working 
through these reorganized agencies, it would 
certainly seem proper to expect those who boast that 
they accomplished the changes to give full support 
to their own work. We do not want to think, nay, 
we refuse to believe, that our brethren are like 
certain people in Jesus’ day whom He rebuked for 
binding heavy burdens on the shoulders of others and 
then not lifting those burdens for themselves. 


Whatever we do for extra-denominational causes, 
let us give the foreign mission work of our own 
Board of World Missions first place in our interests, 
in our prayers, in our giving, in our publicity, in 
our pulpits, in our young people’s work and in the 


women of the church! —Wm. C. R. 


(EDITORIALS CONTINUED ON PAGE EIGHT) 


Letters To The Editor 


Dear Sirs: 


You are publishing a great paper, and your efforts 
to stem the tide of modernism and radicalism in 
church and state are certainly most commendable. 
May God give you sustaining courage and ultimate 
victory. 

Especially do I appreciate your revelations con- 
cerning the true nature and purposes of the Federal 
Council of Churches and its satelite organizations. 
That is the source, or rather the clearing house, of 
a large part of the hurtful influences that have in- 
filtrated our land. 


Dear Sirs: 
With all my heart, I want to say, “Thank God 


for men like you!” When I realize that there are 
those in other denominations who see the issues 
clearly and are ready to stand for them without 
thought of compromise, it gives me encouragement 
no end, and-I praise God for your testimony. This 
is a fight to the death, or until our Lord comes, 
and I have told others, even as I tell you, I believe 
with all my heart that the church of our Lord 
Jesus Christ is entering into a warfare more intense, 
more diabolic, more terribly real than anything it 
has ever faced, not excluding the persecution of 
their early church or the fight against the Roman 
menace of Luther’s day. 

Keep up the good work! Don’t get discouraged. 
lf God be for us, who can be against us? “The fear 
of man bringeth a snare, but he who putteth his 
trust in the Lord shall be saved.” 


Dear Sirs: 
May I take this occasion to express my deep 
appreciation of your most excellent magazine? |] 
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have read many fine religious magazines for years 
and do yet; few equal (The Journal). ‘The beautiful 
Christian spirit always manifested even when strong 
languages must be used honors our Lord. 


I pray regularly for The Joural editors, con- 
tributors and readers and for an ever-enlarging of 
its ministry. I thank God for its bold, courageous 
defense of the faith and its fight against infiltration 
of those doctrines that seek to destroy our Calvin- 
istic theology. 


Dear Sirs: 


I consider The Journal the finest, most honor- 
able religious paper ever published. 


My sympathy I extend to the “so-called” minister 
who is annoyed by advertisements and other trash, 
but it is convincing he has never read Thé Journal 
with its wonderful editorials of purity of faith, 
honesty and kindness, shown even in a mild criticism 
of others. 


The minister is certainly justified in burning any 
trash which might cause any uniformed person to 
misjudge or place his standing in jeopardy. 


—ED. This letter refers to a letter in the July 
15 Letters to the Editor column. 


SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
JOURNAL— 


SEVENTEEN THOUSAND IN OPENING 
SERVICE, THREE THOUSAND TURNED 
AWAY. THIRTEEN THOUSAND MON- 
DAY NIGHT, FOURTEEN THOUSAND 
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FIVE HUNDRED TUESDAY. HUNDREDS 
CONVERTED. GREATEST REVIVAL IN 
HISTORY OF NORTHWEST UNDERWAY, 
WOULD APPRECIATE PRAYERS FOR 
BILLY GRAHAM AND PARTY— 


FRANK PHILLIPS, 
DIRECTOR PORTLAND 
GOSPEL CRUSADE. 


Dear Friend: 


During the sessions of the National Study Con- 
ferences on the Church and Economic Life of the 
Federal Council of Churches that was held here in 
Detroit recently, so many references were made to 
the First Assembly of the //’orld Council of Church- 
es, both by those who participated in the meetings 
at Amsterdam and by others, that the writer recently 
has read the five-volume reports together with other 
papers pertaining to these Amsterdam proceedings, 
extracts from which you will find attached here- 
with. 


As a result, six questions now are in the forefront 
of the writer’s attention: 


l. Why did not those who participated in the 
Amsterdam Conference compare capitalism with 
communism as they actually exist, particularly 
in regard to what each provides for all their 
people, on both sides of the Iron Curtain today, 
instead of just pointing out in considerable 
detail the worst in capitalism in relation to the 
best in communism, as ideologies? 


2. Since the Amsterdam Assembly declared that 
capitalism and communism are equally bad, 
must we not assume that the “new creative 
solutions’ which the participants in the Am- 
sterdam Conference are seeking to establish 
through the churches around the world are 
those proposed by socialism, which recently 
have been largely repudiated by the voters of 
New Zealand, Australia and Great Britain? 


3. If socialism is to take over the United States 
as it has Great Britain, who is qoing to feed 
us, much less our British “cousins,” as well as 
all the other countries that are being supported 
by the ECA and other forms of relief, which 
are now being provided at our expense as 
“capitalistic” taxpayers, and as contributors to 
our various churches and charities here in the 
United States? 


4. If the culture and civilization of private 
competitive enterprise are all washed up in the 
United States and in Western Europe, and 
Socialism as practiced in England and Europe, 
including Russia, has so much more to offer 
for the future, has it ever occurred to the 
members of the World Council of Churches 
that they should urge Europe to begin making 
contributions to our support rather than that 
we should continue supporting countries where 
socialism and communism have taken over? 


5. How many in our American Churches are 
either aware, or approve, of what is now being 
done politically by those who claim to represent 
them through the World Council of Churches? 


6. Should not each member and contributor 
become fully informed regarding, 


(a) The present and proposed scope of the 
activities of the World Council of 
Churches, 


(b) The sources from which this rapidly 
expanding program is to be financed, 


(c) Whether such money is being diverted 
or whether it is being specifically author- 
ized by those who are contributing to 
the missionary and benevolent funds, 
over and above the current operating 
expenses, of our various churches? 


Unless answers to the above six questions are pro- 
vided that are much more adequate than any which 
have come to the writer’s attention thus far, is this 
not a very good time for all of us to ascertain 
exactly under whose sponsorship, and in what 
amount, these expenditures for the World Council 
of Churches are now being incurred, before such 
political propaganda infiltrates further into all the 
publications and the conventions of the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America, and the 
various denominations and individual Churches that 
are identified with it? 

Allen B. Crow, 

Detroit, Mich 


(EDITORIAL—CONTINUED) 


Teaching To A 


Conclusion 


The modern pedagogical approach, particularly in 
religious education, seems to be that of presenting 
various aspects and theories to elicit discussion, 
leaving the conclusions to the innate thought pro- 
cesses of the individual. 


In many fields such a technique is permissable 
and in some desirable. However, there is now a 
definite trend on the part of some educators to 
return to the role of teaching on the part of teachers, 
certainly insofar as their subjects have to do with 
established facts. 


In religious education (and we much prefer the 
term Christian education—if it is that) we believe 
teaching to a conclusion to be a necessity if it is to 
be effective. 


The presupposition that the natural mind of a 
child, a young person, or every adult will arrive at 
the correct conclusion or solution if presented with 
certain truths is a fallacious one. In Christian educa- 
tion a source both of information and authority must 
be recognized and that source is the Bible itself. It 
is not true pedagogy to present the story of Cain 
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and Able, for instance, without giving at the same 
time the scriptural teaching of worship in self-will 
vs. coming to God in His way and on His terms. It 
is not teaching to a conclusion to present various 
theories of the atonement, or of scriptural inspira- 
tion, without at the same time showing why evan- 
gelical Christians believe that Christ died for our 
sins, according to the scripture; or that God has 
given us a revelation of Himself in His Word by 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of 
those who were led to write the Bible. 


Many who teach have strong convictions as to the 
best methods of teaching. More important by far is 
it to have convictions with reference to the subject 
matter of Christianity itself. It has been truly said 
that toleration of error is the result of an inner 
uncertainty. How important it is when one stands in 
the role of teacher in the realm of spiritual things 
that one have clear convictions; convictions based on 
faith in God and in His Word. Without such faith 
one cannot teach to a conclusion that is of eternal 


value. —L.N.B. 


Drafted To What? 


Reprinted by request from The Journal (July 
1, 1946). 


We most unequivocally believe in national pre- 
paredness and also in the obligation of the individual 
to the state, to see that this preparedness is a reality. 


In fact, had an adequate policy of national defense 
been incorporated, after the first world war, into 
what we are happy to call the American way of life, 
there are strong reasons to think that the tragedy of 
World War Il would never have taken place. 


For this reason we are constrained to accept the 
necessity of maintaining a military organization so 
efficient and capable of sudden and rapid expansion 
that it can act as a world-wide deterrent to war. lo 
fail to do this is to invite national disaster of untold 
magnitude. 

Accepting this necessity, which involves a period 
of intensive military training for boys in their late 
teens, a program which will touch the homes and 
lives of many dear to us, the Christian citizens of 
America have both the right and also the duty to 
make it clear that this obligation of citizenship to 
its government also entails an obligation on the 
part of the government to her citizens. 


We are making this statement after having come 
in contact with thousands of our men and women 
who have been in the armed services recently. 


We have no right to expect the United States 
Government to undertake the moral and spiritual 
training of our youth. But we do have every right 
to insist that in the future more adequate moral 
standards shall be maintained by those in authority. 


The moral laxity of many in the enlisted and 
officer personnel in our army of occupation in 
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Germany today has become so outrageous that cal- 
lous news reporters have become almost unanimous 
in stating that present conditions there are a dis- 
grace to the Army and to the United States. 


An American. evangelist recently was in con- 
ference with a group of Protestant ministers in 
Amsterdam and to him they made this statement: 
‘We welcomed the American troops and thank 
God for the liberation they brought us, but it is 
a sad fact that their behavior, after liberation, 
was too often worse than that of the German 
occupation troops. “The Germans at least maintain- 
ed dicipline but American dicipline has been very 
lax.” 


Drunkenness among American soldiers in France 
has been so common that their behavior has been 
protested against again and again by the usually 
callous Parisian. 


In the Army and Navy in the past some sem- 
blance of moral standards has been maintained. 
‘Today the sole offense in contracting social diseases 
is if the disease is not reported. 


We state again, that there may be no misunder- 
standing of our position, we do not hold the Army 
and Navy authorities responsible for moral and 
spiritual training, but we do insist that the recog- 
nized standards of decent living shall be insisted 
upon both for officers and men. 


And here we digress sufficiently to state that 
never again must the tragic mistake of the Womans 
Army Corps be repeated. We state this on personal 
observation, on the word of dozens of officers, 
particularly Army doctors, and also on the word of 
Christian women who were members of that or- 
ganization. ‘“Lhere was not one ligitimate task 
assigned to these women which could not have 
been performed as well by 4-F’s of similar quali- 
fication. All we say is this. This branch of the 
Army has been disbanded.* It must never be created 
again. 

Christian parents, faced with the necessity of 
having their sons of draft age called into essential 
military training, can and must give those boys the 
training in the things of the Lord, and commit them 
to Him, as they go out to face the temptations 
and the hardening influences of military life, and 
they should at the same time rise up as loyal citizens 
of our country and demand that decent moral stand- 
ards shall be recognized as a part of the military 
dicipline to which their sons are to be subjected. 
‘This will probably entail the elimination of some 
Army and Navy personnel in high places but it will 
pay high dividends, both in morale and citizenship. 


If you, Christian citizen, want higher moral 
standards enforced during this necessary period of 
military training, then it is your duty to make your 
views known to those who make the laws of our 


land. —L.N.B. 


*This was true in 1946. Unfortunately, it is not 
true today. 


“Is Your Christ 
God?” 


Reprinted by request from The Journal (August 
16, 1948). 


We recently heard this question earnestly asked 
by a preacher over the radio. We were tuned in 
for only a minute and did not hear the message 
but this question has continued to recur to us 
again and again and its vital importance has be- 
come clearer and clearer. 


There are two Christs. Which Christ do you 
worship ? 


There is the Christ who is the victim of the 
limitations of human wisdom and unbelief. There 


is the Christ of the Bible. Which Christ is yours? 


The first Christ was born of human parents 
and the prophetic reference to His virgin birth, 
the historical records of that event being relegated 
to folk lore. 


This Christ was divine in the sense that you 
and I have the divine spark except that He 
achieved perfection in a degree none of us have 
vet reached. 


This Christ epitomized love by a life of un- 
selfishness and preached a wonderful message of 
idealism with human kindness and brotherly love 
as the goal. Some of His followers were so carried 
away with His wonderful personality that they 
lied about Him, attributing to Him miraculous 
powers and the performing of supernatural acts. 
They did not mean to lie but they perpetrated 
pious frauds about His deeds. 


This Christ died on a cross, giving Himself as 
a sacrifice to the ideal of a loving example. In sub- 
mitting Himself to death on the cross He may have 
made a great mistake as a longer ministry might 
have borne greater fruit, However, He has set us an 
example of sacrificial living and dying and we must 
follow that example. 


This Christ did not arise from the dead on the 
third day. His remarkable personality so hypno- 
tized His disciples and His spiritual presence so 
enthralled them that they started the legend that 
He had actually arisen from the dead. However, 
this was but an evidence of His appealing power 
to men. 


The man who worships and follows that Christ ts 
yet dead in trespasses and sins. He is a lost soul. 
He is preaching another gospel. He is denying 
the Lord Who bought him. He is supplanting the 
grace and love and supernatural power of the 
living God with a man-made counterfeit. These 
may seem to be harsh words but one who warns 
a traveller of a washed-out bridge or a yawning 
precipice ahead has no time or right to use polite 
words. The physician who diagnoses a cancer as 
a boil has no right to practice medicine. The grocer 
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who dispenses arsenic for sugar belongs in jail. 
The passer-by who sees a fire and fails to give 
the alarm is little different from an arsonist. If 
those who are careless of the safety of the body 
and human life are guilty, how much more those 
who exchange the Christ of the Bible for a hu- 
man Christ. 


The Christ of the Bible was virgin born, the 
Holy Spirit by the miraculous power of God 
overshadowing the mother of our Lord so that, 
“that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall 
be called the Son of God.” He was the second 
person of the Trinity, God manifest in the flesh. 


The Christ of the Bible was the Creator of this 
world and in the days of His flesh manifested 
His divine power by setting aside the laws He 
had made, or transcended them, to work many 
wonderful miracles. These miracles were presented 
as incontrovertible proof that He was what He 


claimed to be—the Son of God. 
The Christ of the Bible crowned His ministry 


by dying on the cross for the sins of the world. 
He, who knew no sin, reconciled us to God, mak- 
ing peace between God and man and by His own 
blood cleanses from the guilt of sin all who will 
believe. It was a vicarious atonement, a_ substi- 
tution in our place, 


The Christ of the Bible overcame sin and of 
necessity had to overcome death itself. He arose 
from the dead with the same body with which He 
was crucified and showed Himself to many of His 
disciples, at one time five hundred being present. 
His resurrection was the crowning proof of His 
power and of His deity and the first fruit of that 
glorious hope of all believers. 


The Christ of the Bible has said He is coming 
again and while Christians may not agree as to the 
events which will then follow they all agree that 
His return is truly the blessed hope. 


Yes—there are two Christs, but the Christ of 
the Bible is Christ our Savior and our Lord, believe 


in and follow Him. —L.N.B. 


“Knowest Thou Not YetP” 
(Exodus 10:7) 


Americans will be more than obtuse if they judge 
the world situation in the light of Korea alone. 
Liquidation of the Korean problem is going to be a 
difficult one, magnified by inadequate preparation, 
long supply lines, difficult terrain, difficulty of 
distinguishing friend from foe, possibility of un- 
limited reinforcements from Communist China and, 
even when successful in driving back the Communist 
armies to the 38th parallel, or beyond, the problem 
then faced of containing almost unlimited hostile 
forces at the established boundry. 


But, this is but a fragment of the difficulty facing 
America. We speak of it as a United Nations police 
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action but on America will fall the brunt of 
supplying both money and men. Russia has a master 
plan for world domination. Strings controlling the 
puppets are pulled in Moscow and these strings 
reach into many corners of the world, 


Suppose Russia finds it expedient to pull the 
strings sending Chinese Communists into I[ndo- 
China or Malaya? Suppose they reach down into 
Iran, or into Greece through the Bulgarians, or 
into Yugoslavia, or into Western Germany, or into 
Norway, or into one or more of many potential 
trouble-spots in the world? On which nation will 
fall the brunt of resistance? Primarily on America. 


Facing these potentialities as well as the ever 
present problem of Communist fifth-column infiltra- 
tion abroad and here at home, America unquestion- 
ably faces the most serious problems of her national 
existence. 

At no time in our history have we needed God 
more than now. But, God is not One to be called 
in for help by those who otherwise ignore Him. 


For fear such a request might be interpreted as 
indicating a state of affairs more serious than he 
will admit, the President has declined to ask for a 
national day of prayer. It was suggested to him 
that prayer and confession of sin must go together. 


Beside the 
Hearthstone 


By Robert A. Lapsley, Jr. 
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A@CH STRLET ADELPHIA 


BELHAVEN COLLEGE 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


A Liberal Arts College for Women where the 
fundamentals in education are stressed, and 
where emphasis is placed on Spirituality, 


Scholarship, and Physical Training, in the 
order of their importance. Reasonable rates. 


For information, write to: 


G. T. Gillespie ... President 


Time magazine, in reporting this said, “But there 
would be no national day of humiliation.” 


We are reminded of a nation and a ruler who 
defied God more than 3,000 years ago. “And Pha- 
raoh said, Who is the Lord, that I should obey his 
voice?” And of the consequences we read; “And 
Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore. 

Egypt sinned against the light. But, America has 
been blessed by spiritual light, privileges and op- 
portunities accorded to few indeed. We have sinned 
against this light and our salvation lies in confession, 
repentance and crying out to Almighty God for 
forgiveness and healing. 

Let ministers everwhere throw open their church- 
es all through the week as places of prayer and 
repentance! Let- them call upon Christians to lead 
the way! Let Christians organize prayer groups in 
their own homes! 

“In God we trust,” on our coins is meaningless 
unless we trust Him in our hearts. We do not 
believe the potential gravity of the world situation 
can be over estimated. The lights of civilization can 
well be going out all over the world. But God 
Almighty is still the sovereign God and He can and 
will intervene in the affairs of those who in humility 
and confession put their trust in Him. Let thie 


Church show the way. —L.N.B. 
“FEED MY SHEEP” 


“An old farmer who attended a Church Confer- 
ence commented: ‘You amuse me, for you have 
papers and discussions on how to get people to 
come to your meetings. I have never heard a single 
address at a farmers’ meeting on how to get cattle 
to come up to the rack. We all put our time on the 
best kind of food.’”’ 
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The Indwidual’s Greatest Question 


BY DR. J. E. FLOW 


(Editor’s Note: Dr. Flow, a regular contributor to The Journal, has been ill since November when his doctor put him to bed to 
rest his heart. Showing steady improvement since that time. Dr. Flow attended the fiftieth anniversary of his graduation from David- 
son College last spring and was present for the meeting of the General Assembly at Massanetta Springs, Va. Herewith we publish 
his latest article. Dr. Flow tells us he is now available for supply work Prom Sunday to Sunday.) 


The Phillipian jailer asked the Apostle Paul this 
question: “What must I do to be saved?” Paul 
replied, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved.” 


You will notice Paul did not tell him to do any- 
thing but to believe something. Our catechism tells 
us that “the Scriptures principally teach what man 
is to believe concerning God and what duty God 
requires of man.” 


In religion, there is a realm of faith and a realm 
of duty. Salvation begins in the realm of faith. “By 
yrace are ye saved through faith. Not of works lest 
any man should boast.” 


What must we believe to be saved? We must 
believe in a person, and that person is the Lord 
Jesus Christ. In His controversy with the Pharisees 
and other hostile Jews as recorded in the eighth 
chapter of John, Jesus said to them, “If ye believe 
not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.” 


There are but two ways to die, One way is to die 
in sin and the other is to die in the Lord “Blessed 
are the dead who die in the Lord, for they rest from 
their labors and their works do follow them.” 


There are only two ways to live. One is to live 
in sin and the other is to live in the Lord. 


What does Jesus mean when He says they must 
believe, “I am He’? He had been telling them who 
He was and for what purpose He had come into 
the world. He claimed He was the Son of God 
equal with the Father. Once they took up stones to 
stone Him because He made himself equal with 


God. 


He claimed He had been sent into the world to 
be the light of the world, to reveal the Father, to 
forgive sins, to save men, as the only Savior of man- 
kind. He claimed the Father had given Him the 
power to raise the dead and to judge the world. 
And if they did not believe that He was all He 
claimed to be and could do all He claimed to be 
able to do, they should die in their sins. 


So then, if we, in this present day, expect to be 
saved we must believe that Jesus was and is all that 
He claimed to be and can de all that He claims to 
do, even when He said, “All power is given unto 
Me in heaven and in earth.”’ 


It is not enough to believe He was a good man or 
even the best man the world has ever seen, but we 
must believe Him when He says, “I and the Father 
are one.” 


“As the Father knoweth Me, even so know I the 
Father. As the Father hath life in Himself, so hath 
He given to the Son to have life in Himself and 
hath given Him authority to execute judgment also 
because He is the Son of Man.”’ 


We must believe that He is “God manifest in 
the flesh.” 


Where do we find out who is this Jesus, this 
person on whom our hope of salvation depends? 


John in the fifth chapter of his first epistle says. 
in verse 10, “He that believeth on the Son of God 
hath the witness in himself: and he that believeth 
not God hath made Him a liar; because he believed 
not the record that God gave of His Son.” It would 
seem to me to be a serious thing to make God a 
liar. Paul said once: “Yea, let God be true and 
every man a liar.”’ 


Where is the record that God hath given us of 
His Son? Jesus said: “Search the Scriptures, for 
in them ye think ye have eternal life and they are 
they which testify of me.” And again He said: 
“Think not that I will accuse you unto the Father. 
There is one that accuseth you, even Moses in whom 
ye trust. If ye believe not his writings, how shall 
ye believe my words. For he wrote of me.”’ 


The record that God gave of His Son is found 
in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
according to His own statement. For one to be saved, 
he must believe two things: that Jesus was all He 
claimed to be and could do all He claimed to do, 
without reservations. 


If we cannot trust Him to tell the truth about 
Himself, we can not have saving faith. Again we 
must believe the records that God gave of His Son. 


Following the teachings of the German higher 
critics of a half century ago there were many “who 
would be wise above that which is written,” who 
deny that Mose wrote the first five books in the 
Bible or that he even knew how to write when 
Jesus said, “Moses wrote of 


But these men subscribe to the vow: “Do vou 
believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ments to be the Word of God, the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice?” They all answer yes, 
for they know they will not be ordained if they 
don’t answer in the affirmative. 


Yet they think that it is right and quite scholarly 
to deny the plainest teachings of God’s word in 
regard to the Virgin Birth of Christ, His sacrificial 
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atonement for sin, His bodily resurrection and as- 
cension to heaven and His coming again to Judge 
the world. 


Saving faith in Christ according to His own 


teaching, requires us to believe that He was all He 
claimed to be, could do all He promised to do. And 
to do that we must believe the record that God gave 
of His Son, or make God a liar. 


A Little Band of Determined Liberals 


By Chalmers W. Alexander 


There is a little band of determined liberals in the 
Southern Presbyterian Church which has taken it 
upon itself to try to get control of our denomination 
and alter it from its historic course. 


In the past, The Southern Presbyterian Church 
has stood firmly on the full Word of God and it 
has bodly proclaimed its unqualified acceptance of 
all the great doctrines set forth in the Westminster 
standards. 


Not only has our denomination remained faithful 
to the great doctrines of the Christian faith, but it 


has consistently refused to merge with any denomi- ° 


nation which has tolerated heresy within its ranks. 
For to merge with such a denomination would 
amount to our own Church giving implied approval 
of that heresy. 


God has in the past richly blessed and prospered 
our Church because of its long faithfulness to the 
full Gospel in all its purity. 


At the present time a majority of Southern Pres- 
byterians still unqualifiedly accept all the great 
doctrines of the Christian faith as they are sum- 
marized in the Westminster standards. And this 
majority is not at all in favor of merging with any 
denomination which is heresy-tainted. 


But there is a little band of determined liberals, 
well organized, persistent and very vocal which in 
recent years has been agitating in various attempts 
to change the future course of our denomination. 


This little band has been doing its best to bring 
some of the most noted modernists in the Northern 
Presbyterian Church as honored guest speakers to 
various gatherings and institutions in our denomina- 
tion. It has been doing its cleverest to try to block 
or prevent outspoken Conservative ministers from 
becoming pastors of prominent churches in our 
denomination. It has been unceasing in its efforts to 
have our denomination participate in undertakings 
which are foreign to its convictions—its latest ac- 
tivity in this regard is its attempt to have The 
Southern Presbyterian Church give its support to the 
newly organized Japan Christian University al- 
though no one can be certain now that this uni- 
versity will truly be a Christian institution of learn- 
ing, 


Our recent General Assembly, following the 


AUGUST 15.1950 


recommendation of our Board of World Missions 
and of the Assembly’s standing committee on world 
missions, voted overwhelmingly not to help support 
the new Japan Christian University at this time. 


And yet, in spite of that fact, some of the mem- 
bers of this little band of determined liberals have 
had the effrontery to plunge right ahead in an at- 
tempt to get Southern Presbyterians to help support 
this new university regardless of the formal action 
of our General Assembly. 


And this same little band has been doing its 
level best in recent years to merge our denomination 
with the _ heresy-tainted Northern Presbyterian 


Church 


If the members of this little group think that they 
can change the historic course of ‘he Southern Pres- 
byterian Church by leading its members head-long 
into the Northern Presbyterian Church (which did 
nothing at all concerning the 1,293 ordained minis- 
ters within that denomination who signed the here- 
tical Auburn Affirmation) then they have less 
intelligence than we have been giving them credit 
for having. 


If they continue in their efforts in this matter, the 
members of this determined little group are, of 
course, going to cause a split in our Southern Pres- 
byterian Church. And when that division takes place, 
they, and they alone, will be responsible for it. 


If this little group of liberal agitators no longer 
feels at home in the Southern Presbyterian Church 
and no longer finds genuine fellowship with Bible- 
believing Southern Presbyterians who cannot toler- 
ate such serious heresies as are found in the Auburn 
Affirmation, the solution to the problem involved 
is a simple one: let this little group depart in peace 
and let it enter now into the fold of the Northern 
Presbyterian Church where, no doubt, it will feel 
perfectly at home. 


It should be clear by now that this little band of 
determined liberals will not be able to drag the 
members of our denomination into the heresy-tainted 
Northern Presbyterian Church or alter our denom- 
ination from the course which it has pursued since 
its founding. 


There will, of course, always be a continuing 
Southern Presbyterian Church. 


j 


CRISIS IN KOREA 


The fate of missionaries in South Korea on Sun- 
day, June 25, seemed far removed from harm or 
danger. And the entire Korean Mission gathered in 
Chunju that Sabbath evening for the annual mission 
meeting. 


As the words and acts of the Holy Communion 
service closed the evening hour, Dr. Paul S. Crane 
announced that Korea had just been invaded from 
the north. | 


The American consul, who later warned the 
group to leave at once for Japan, may have sent 
U. S. Army men to warn the missionaries that night 
for Dr. Crance told the Mission that Army men 
thought this would mean full scale war and evacua- 
tion. Next day, Monday, June 26, the consul re- 
quested the missionaries to prepare to evacuate to 
Japan. 


With approximately 60 Southern Presbyterian 
missionaries, counting their families, in Korea, the 
evacuation did not actually take place until Thurs- 
day morning, June 29, when 50 refugees from mis- 
sion stations boarded the ship Letitia Lykes, Galves- 
ton, lex., about 1:30 a.m. and sailed for Fukouka, 
Japan, a town on the northeast coast of the island 
of Kyushu in the province of Chikuzen, 


This left 10 of the group to vanguard the mission 
posts within our mission area. Left behind, some as 
volunteers and some nominated by the entire mis- 
sion were Rev. William A. Linton, Mrs. William 
A. Linton, Miss Mariella Talmadge, Miss Gene 
Linder, Miss Florence E. Root, Mr. H. Petrie Mit- 
chell, Mrs. Mitchell, Dr. Herbert A. Codington, 
Dr. Paul Crane and Dr. Ovid Bush, these latter 
two at the request of the Army at Pusan. 


Dr. Crane and Rev. and Mrs. Linton evidently 
stayed on at Chunju; Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell and 
Miss Florence Root were at Kwangju with Dr. 
Codington at Mokpo. Others of the 10 were prob- 
ably at Chunju that first night also. 


Whatever these 10 knew of fear or anxiety when 
they were left alone to cope with the mounting 
problems of carrying on the mission work that 
anxiety was multiplied in those in the States who 
awaited word of their whereabouts and safety. 


19 ANXIOUS DAYS 


No word was received from the 10 missionaries 
until July 19 when Korean Bulletin No. 8 bearing 
word of their evacuation to Japan was sent out 
by Dr. Fulton. 


As events unfolded, it became evident that of the 
10, all but one had sailed for Japan or were in 
Pusan. 


= Chureh News —— 


Montreat And Race 
Relations 


The Trustees of the Mountain Retreat Associa- 
tion have unanimously endorsed the action of the 
Board of Directors with reference to the entertain- 
ment of Negroes at Montreat. 


At the same time they deplored the misleading 
and erroneous impression which was given of this 
action by the secular press and radio. 


The trustees suggested that an amplifying and 
interpretative statement be prepared by the Board 
which will be made available to pastors and al! 
others interested in the welfare of Montreat. 


The greatest single difficulty has been that many 
people have failed to read the action taken. This was 
most carefully worded and most of the misunder- 
standing would have been eliminated by simply read- 
ing what it said. —L.N.B. 


In the fallen city of Kwangju where Miss Eliza- 
Root was last reported, Communists forces were 
busy sacking the city Secular press releases reported 
the city left to the Communists as American forces 
withdrew. Whether Miss Root remained in the in- 
terior and found shelter among friends in some 
small village or is enroute to Pusan overland is stil] 
in doubt. That she evaded the Communists seems 
to be the belief and hope of those who knew her. 


Most of the 50 missionaries in Japan will 
probably gradually return to the United States. 
Army centers were evacuated in Japan for their 
housing along with other refugees. With the excep- 
tion of Miss Root, all were known to be in safety 
as this went to press. 


CHRISTIAN WORKERS WANTED 


NEEDED BY A LARGE EVANGELICAL CHURCH: 
A YOUNG WOMAN FOR OFFICE SECRETARY AND 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC, FULL-TIME WORK. POSI- 
TION NOW OPEN. 


NEEDED THIS FALL: A YOUNG WOMAN TO | 
HAVE CHARGE OF CHRISTIAN KINDERGARTEN. 
ALSO VISITATION WORK. 


Both Positions Full-Time Service 
For The Lord 


SUPPORT ADEQUATE TO 
COMFORTABLE LIVING 


Reply At Once To: | 
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The Dallas Morning News of July 27th carried 


the following news item: 


Evangelist’s Appearance 
Will Be Interfaith Affair 


When Dr. Billy Graham, internationally known 
evangelist, comes to Dallas in January, he will 
preach to folks of all denominations. 


The Greater Dallas Evangelistic Crusade will be 
interdenominational, it was decided Wednesday 
night at a meeting at the First Baptist Church. 
Arrangements for the crusade will be turned over to 
an executive committee composed of clergy and lay 
leaders of co-operating Dallas churches. 


Plans for a 25,000-capacity semi-permanent build- 
ing of steel girders that has been proposed for the 
grounds of the State Fair of ‘Texas were shown. 
The structure was planned by Architect James B. 
Cheek and Engineer Frank W. Chappell. 


W. G. Haymaker, crusade director and onetime 
director for Billy Sunday, said that the impact of 
the Graham crusades on communities all over 
America “has been tremendous.” 


A tabernacle seating 12,000 was built in Port- 
land, Ore., and 16,000 persons were there the first 
night, Dr W. A. Criswell, First Baptist pastor, 
said. 


Banker Ben H. Wooten, a deacon at the Park 
Cities First Baptist Church, urged that the crusade 
be turned over to the city religious leaders as an 
interdenominational affair. Don Mitchell of the 
First Christian Church, and Dr. Cecil Lang, execu- 
tive secretary of the Dallas Presbytery, said mem- 
bers of their denominations had been praying for an 
opportunity to have Dr. Graham come to Dallas. 


The vote to make the crusade an interdenomina- 
tional affair was unanimous. W. H. Souther was 
named chairman of a committee to select an inter- 
denominational executive committee to make detailed 
arrangements for the crusade. Other members of 
Souther’s committee are: Frank Ryburn, Fred M. 


Lange, L. H. Tapscott and Jack Estes. 


YOUTH FOR CHRIST WILL SPONSOR 
YOUTHSPIRATION CAMP IN GEORGIA 


An inter-church Youthspiration Camp will be 
held August 20-27 at Lake Louise Conference 
Grounds, Toccoa, Ga., with Youth for Christ 
leaders in charge of a week of Bible study and 
inspirational addresses. 

Speakers for the camp will include Dr. Robert 
N. Schaper, dean of men and director of religious 
activities at Bob Jones University; Dr. B. R. Lakin, 
pastor of Cadle Tabernacle, Indianapolis, Ind. ; 
Ralph Tabor, evangelistic pianist; the Rev. Paris 
W. Reidhead, Jr., missionary speaker for the con- 
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ference trom the Sudan Interior Mission in Africa! 
Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., president of Bob Jones Univer- 
sity; Dr. Bob Jones Sr., founder of Bob Jones 
University; Dr. J. Harold Smith, pastor of the 
Woodland Park Baptist church, Chattanooga, 
Tenn.; the Rev. Neil Macaulay, Noblesville, Ind. ; 
Arnold O. Willis, Jr., assistant pastor, First, 
Evangelical U. B. Church in Huntington, W. Va. 
and Dr. R. A. Forrest, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church in Toccoa, Ga. 


The daily program will include classes helpful 
from a practical side of Christian work, equipping 
those attending for more efficient service. For young 
people interested in music there will be a class in 
Gospel band instruction and a musical work shop. 


Afternoons will be devoted to supervised recrea- 
tion with facilities for swimming, fishing, mountain 
hikes, shuffleboard, badminton, volleyball and soft- 
ball as well as other activities. 


Accomodations for Youthspiration Camp will be 
in the Lake Louise Hotel with rates furnished upon 
request. Roger Malsbury and Miss Tab Lawrence 


will be in charge of the camp. 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWENTY-TWO) 


RALLY DAY is 
Sunday School Day 
in our Church 


MAKE PLANS NOW 
TO ATTEND 


SEPTEMBER 24 
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Sabbath School Lessons 
LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 3 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Peter, A Man of Power 


Scripture: Matthew 16:13-17; Luke 22:54-62; John 21:15-17; Acts 2-5. Devotional Reading: Act 


1 :6-14. 


Peter, like Jacob, is a splendid example of the power, patience and perseverance of God. It takes power 


to turn sand into granite; it takes power, supernatural power, to turn a 


“sand man” into a “rock man.” 


“Thou art Simon; thou shalt be Peter, said Jesus to this impulsive, boastful and vacillating man, when He 
called him to be a disciple. God loves to take men like Jacob, Peter and Saul of Tarsus, and multitudes ot 
others, and manifest His power and love and unchangeable purpose in their lives, 


I. Peter's Confession of Faith: 
Matthew 16:13-17 


Jesus asked two questions of His disciples as He 
came to the coasts of Caesarea Philippi: “Whom do 
men say that I, the Son of man am? .... But 
whom say ye that I am?” 


It was Peter, in answer to the second question, 
who said, ““Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God.” In response to this noble confession, 
Jesus said two things: (1) this truth was revealed 
to Peter by the Father, and (2) upon this truth 
He would build His Church and the gates of hades 


would not prevail against it. 


It was certainly not upon Peter, but upon the 
revealed truth about Christ, that He would build 
the Church. The Church’s one foundation is Jesus 
Christ, her Lord: other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid which is Jesus Christ. Peter con- 
fesses his faith in (1) the Messiahship of Jesus, and 
(2) in His Deity. Here is the foundation of the 
Church. When His Deity is questioned the whole 
foundation is undermined. Even a man as liberal in 
most of his views as Dr. Poling, says that there 
is no real church which has Unitarianism as its 
basis: it is no more than a man-made club which 
tries to practice the ethical teachings of Jesus; it 
has no real Gospel for lost sinners. 


Il. Peter's Denial: 
Luke 22:54-62 


This, like David’s great sin, is a blot upon the 
character of the apostle, just as David’s was upon 
that noble king, but it has some valuable lessons 
for us so that we may all say, “Let him that thinketh 
he standeth take heed lest he fall.” 


Peter thought he could stand, He boasted of 
his ability, “though all forsake Thee, yet will not 
I.”” Jesus solemnly warned him of his coming fall, 
but he seemed to pay little heed to the warning. 
It never pays to boast of our strength. Like Paul, 
it is better to say I know that in me, that is, in my 
flesh dwellest no good thing. Peter was self- 
confident. This was the beginning of his sad sin. 


Then, he failed to watch and pray. These were 
the two things Jesus urged them all to do. Satan, 
the great adversary, was preparing for his attack; he 
wanted to sift Peter as wheat. Only the prayers of 


Jesus saved him. Is it not a marvellous comfort fo: 
us to know that, ‘He ever lives to make interces- 
ion f rer is saf be “off d” 
sion for us ? It never is safe to be “off guard”’ in 
a world of temptation where the devil exercises 
great power. 


Peter followed, but he followed “afar off.” 
Perhaps if he had kept closer to his Master he might 
have felt the strengthening influence of His presence 
and power. His faith and love made him follow, 
but fear held him back. .He ventured into the 
company of the enemies of Christ and “warmed 
himself” by their fire while fear made a coward ot 
him. 

Before we judge Peter too severely let us. each 
one look into our own souls and ask whether we 
have always been loyal and fearless in the crowd. 
Have we never been ashamed to own His cause, or 
blush to speak His name? Perhaps we have neve: 
denied Him in words, but have we ever denied Him 
by our silence or by our actions? 


Ill. Peter’s Restoration: 
John 21:15-17 


This began when Jesus turned and looked upon 
Peter and he, remembering the words of Jesus, 
went out and wept bitterly. How different with 
Judas! As different as true repentance from remorse. 
A good memory is a big help in bringing us to our 
knees in confession and repentance. 


It continued when Jesus sent a special message to 
him: ‘Tell my disciples and Peter.” I suppose that 
many of us have read Dr. Chapman’s moving sermon 
on this phrase, ‘‘and Peter.” If the loving Savior 
had not sent this special word to the humbled Peter 
he might have said, “I am no longer a disciple, | 
denied that I knew Him.” I have asked people if 
they were Christians, or belonged to the Church 
and often the answer would be, I used to be, or 
I used to belong. So Peter might have said, I used 
to belong to Him, but I have forfeited all right to 
claim to be His disciple by my cowardice. 


It is completed in the scene by the lake, so 
familiar to all of us. The question, Lovest thou 
Me?, repeated three times, reminded Peter of his 
threefold denial and brought grief to his heart. 
“Thou knowest that I love thee’: not simply 


(TURN TO PAGE EIGHTEEN) 
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Young People’s Department 


Vesper Topics For September 3: 


Introduction 


By Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 
Sleuthing At The Church College 


We were talking last Sunday night about the general objectives that a Christian should have when he 


coes to college for an education. 


In the background of our mind we were thinking in terms of the in- 


dependant or state controlled college. Tonight we want to look at life on the campus in the church related 


lege. 


The title of our program is “Sleuthing at the 
Church College.” That idea immediately brings to 
our mind a detective with his magnifying glass, 
voing about the campus, looking for evidence, What 
evidence should he find on the campus of a church 
related college that he would not find on the 
campus of a state controlled university? 


To answer this question we must list some of the 
things that a person must have to be truly educated 
in the fullest sense of the word. And as we list 
these things, we find them to be things that, at best, 
are not handled on the state university campus and, 
in many cases, on such campuses are actually ridicul- 
ed and undermined. Any college that has the right 
to the name Christian should provide these things 
for its students. Let’s list them and place Bible 
quotations of commandment and statement of truth 
beside them .. . 


|. Christian Understanding of the 
Bible: 2 Timothy 3:13-17 

The Bible has been the source of inspiration of 
the highest and best that we have placed into our 
western civilization. It has inspired some of the 
createst of our literature, art and law. No man can 
truly be educated until he knows the Bible and 
understands its influence on life. But a truly educat- 
ed man must have more of an understanding of the 
Bible than this. The Bible is the living Word of 
(sod and is able to make us wise unto salvation in 
Christ, and is adequate as a moral and spiritual re- 
source for every demand of life. The Bible as the 
Word of God has a world view and presents the 
key of knowledge. ‘To be truly educated, we must 
have a Christian understanding of the Bible that 
teaches us what it is, what it has meant in history, 
what it can do in our individual life for God, and 
what it has to say about our world. Modern 
secular education has ruled the Bible out of court 
as being the book of myth, folklore, fraud, and an 
outgrown conception about religion. The Christian 
college should be the one place where we can get 
a Christian understanding of the Bible, 


2. Christian Insight in all Departments: 
| Corinthians 1 :23-24 

(sod made the world, and since that day has been 
working among the men in the world according to 
His eternal purpose in Christ. Christ is the wisdom 
ut God and the key of knowledge for all of life. No 
matter whether we are facing the problems of bi- 
ology, physics, world culture, economics or math- 
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matics, there is a Christian insight that comes from 
viewing all against the background of Christ. A 
Christian college should introduce us to all the 
fields of human knowledge and endeavor and give 
us a Christian insight into their meaning and 
significance in terms of Christ. 


3. Fellowship with Faculty of Christians: 
Philippians 4+:8-9 

In many of our large state universities, the stu- 
dent is merely seat No. 153 in a large class that 
never comes into contact with the professor who 
comes in to lecture and give examinations through 
an assistant. And it may be contact will be like my 
case. The first faculty member I met on the campus 
was “beering up” and cursing in the student com- 
mons. Even as the Philippian Christians received 
great inspiration and encouragement merely by as- 
sociating with a man like Paul, and even as Paul 
had lived before them so he could tell them to 
follow his example; so, on the college campus, 
students should have intimate fellowship with 
faculty members who are fully rounded Christians 
in every sense of the word. In such a fellowship, 
students would learn more than they do in the class- 
rooms and would be inspired by the ideals for which 
the college stands. 


4. Regular Christian Worship: 
Hebrews 10:23-25 


Our Protestant churches today are suffering be- 
cause many people do not know how to worship 
and, feeling the need for worship, they turn to 
some of our high liturgical churches and let the 
paraphernalia of worship create a sense of awe 
which becomes their substitute for genuine worship. 
In college, where we learn to live, we should have 
regular Christian worship that is not merely per- 
functory respect to the ideals of the college but that 
is real and vital in teaching the student what real 
worship is in a Christian atmosphere. 


5. Vital Christian Evangelism: 
Matthew 28:16-20 
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(LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER THIRD—CONTINUED) 
believe on thee, but, /ove Thee. Love is the cord 
after all that binds us to our Savior. There must be 
faith before there can be love, but love is the 
crowning grace. 

‘Feed my lambs’; ‘Feed my sheep.” Peter was 
to be an under-shepherd serving the Great Shepherd 
of the sheep. Peter remembered these words all his 
life. In I Peter 5:3,4 he says, “Neither as being 
lords over God’s heritage, but being ensamples to 
the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall 
appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away.” And this is the man that they have 
made “the first Pope.’’ How insulting to the humble 
apostle! 

There is encouragement and hope for the repent- 
ant backslider. This is our lesson from the experience 
of Peter. Do we show a Christ-like spirit in our 
attitude towards backsliders, restoring such an one 
in the spirit of meekness, considering ourselves, lest 
we too be tempted ? 


Il’. Peter’s Power at Pentecost, 
and after. Acts 2-5 


There are several important things told us about 
Peter in these chapters. 


1. His powerful Sermon at Pentecost. The Holy 
Spirit came upon all the disciples, but it was Peter 
who stood forth to preach the Sermon, so full of 
references to Scripture, and so bold in its portrayal 
of their sin. This sermon, accompanied by the power 
of the Spirit, pricked the hearts of the Mearers and 
caused them to cry out, “Men and brethren, what 
shall we do?” The result was that 3,000 souls were 
converted and baptized. 


2. His healing of the lame man. Miracles are 
always the “credentials” of God’s messengers, to 
prove that they come from God. This was a marvel- 
lous exhibition of supernatural power and had a 
tremendous effect upon the multitudes. It was 
followed by other miracles. (Chapter 6). This 
miracle gave Peter the opportunity to preach another 
sermon, stressing the Messiahship and resurrection 
of Jesus. This angered the Sadducees especially, 
and persecution set in. 


3. The boldness of Peter in contrast to his 
cowardice at the trial of Christ. We find him saying 
to those who arrested and imprisoned him, “we can- 
not but speak the things we have seen and heard.” 


+. His part in the punishment of Anaias and Sap- 
phira. Peter is the one to pronounce judgment upon 
these two. 

5. He, with the other apostles, is put in prison, 
but miraculously delivered. 

Altogether in these chapters we see Peter taking 
the place of leadership among the apostles, a place 
tor which he was fitted. When Saul of Tarsus is 
converted and becomes the great apostle to the 
Crentiles, Peter slips out of this place of leadership. 
‘There is nothing to indicate any authority or power 
like that given him in the Roman Catholic Church. 


(TURN TO PAGE NINETEEN) 


(VESPER TOPICS—CONTINUED) 

The whole church is commanded in the Great 
Commission to make disciples of all nations. The 
Christian college is not exempt from this command 
and its campus is perhaps its largest mission field. 
Many young people go to college without ever 
having really been reached and claimed for Christ 
and they lose their bearings when they come in 
contact with the conflicting philosophies of men. 
On the campus of the church related college, stu- 
dents should find Christ in the program of that 
college rather than lose their bearings. 

6. Christian Standards of Behavior: 
Daniel 1:6 


When Daniel found himself and his companions 
at school in the midst of a pagan way of life, he 
resolved in his heart to maintain a standard of 
behavior to separate him from the general run of the 
behavior about him, and to measure up to the 


standard of the God he followed. 


It is difficult to maintain that standard in the 
average university atmosphere, but on the campus 
of the church related college the standards ot 
behavior of the entire student body should be 
above the level of that which we see about us 
today. 

7. Appreciation of Christian Heritage: 
2 Timothy 2:1-2 

Paul commanded Timothy to commit the Chris- 
tian gospel to men who would be able to pass it on 
to others. To be the recipient of the benefits of the 
heritage is to assume the responsibility to pass that 
heritage on. 


The Christian college is the product of the former 
generation that has handed on to us our Christian 
heritage and culture through the church. The church 
college is operated by those today who are interested 
in maintaining and carrying forward the Christian 
gospel and its culture. Therefore, the church related 
college should give its students such appreciation ot 
its Christian heritage that they will go forth into 
life to be active and effective in maintaining and 
passing on to the coming generation that Christian 
heritage. 

Concerning the Bible 


In connection with understanding of the Bible, 
(see 1. above) the following quotations might help 
you to understand the importance of understanding 


the Bible as the Word of God: 


“Our Bible was not intended primarily to be 
intoned in cathedral service or languidly perused in 
a lady’s boudoir. It was meant to grapple with the 
conscience of the world, to have dominion over the 
earth and subdue it. It has tamed the ferocity ot 
Goth and Vandal, has softened the hard hatreds ot 
Viking and Norman, has rebuked the secret vices o! 
the Latins, has seared and shamed the langurous 
indulgence of the Orient, It has roused the Germans 
to defy the chief powers of the (Roman Catholic) 
hierarchy, and the English to believe the resistance 

(TURN TO PAGE NINETEEN) 
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LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 10 


John Mark, Who Made Good 


Scripture: Mark 14:51-52; Acts 12:12,25; 13:4-5,13; 15:36-40; Colossians 4:10; I] Timothy 4:11; Phil- 
emon 24+; I Peter 5:13. Devotional Reading: Luke 12:35-44. 


“The God of Jacob,” and of Peter and of John Mark, “is our refuge’: the god who has the power and 
the patience and the perseverance, and, above all, the Grace, not to leave us until He has accomplished His 
purpose in our lives. As our Devotional Reading suggests, it is a great thing to be a faithful servant always 
ready and watching and loyal to our Master, but many of us have our periods when fear or cowardice or in- 
difference or laziness make us waver and falter, and even fall by the wayside. “A bruised reed shall He 
not break and smoking flax shall He not quench.” A bruised reed is poor support and smoking flax gives 
forth a very unpleasant odor, but our Loving Master is very patient and gracious in His dealings with His 


faulty servants. 


I. Our First Glimpse of 
John Mark: Mark 14:51-52: 


The young man who “ran away” 


If this “certain young man” is John Mark, and 
there seems to be little doubt about this, then we 
have a fleeting glimpse of him in these verses. John 
refers to himself in his Gospel as that “other dis- 
ciple,” and Mark uses a similar expression instead 
of mentioning his name. The picture we see of him 
is by no means promising. The young man seems to 
be a “follower” who is frightened easily and fled 
from danger. He and Peter are somewhat alike as 
we see them in these dangerous hours. They both 
followed: one ran away; the other denied his Lord. 
Does this partly explain their later friendship? It 
is thought to be very probable that Mark got his 
material for his Gospel largely from Peter, and his 
(jospel is sometimes referred to as “Peter's Gospel.”’ 


I]. The Prayer-Meeting at John 
Mark’s Home: Acts 12:12 


Peter had been imprisoned and miraculously re- 
leased. When he came to himself, for he thought at 
first that it was all just a vision, he realized what 
had taken place, and having considered the matter, 
what to do and where to go, he came to the house 
of Mary the mother of John Mark, where many 
were gathered together praying. We are familiar 
with the story in relation to Peter: at present we 
are concerned only with its reference to Mark. The 
mother of John Mark was evidently a disciple, and 
doubtless Mark was in the group praying for Peter. 


Ill. Brought to Antioch by Barnabas 
and Saul: Acts 12:25 


The disciples at Antioch, hearing of the distress 
of the brethren in the Jerusalem Church on account 
of the drought, sent a collection to them and chose 
Barnabas and Saul to take this money to them. 
When they came back—Acts 12:25—they brought 
John Mark, sister’s son to Barnabas, with them. 
Saul and Barnabas, as is the rule among wise 
preachers, were always on the lookout for promising 
and interested young men whom they could train. 
‘Ve find Paul selecting Timothy later on in his 

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 
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(VESPER TOPICS—CONTINUED) 
to tyrants is the service to God . . . The hyper- 
sensitive and dapper critics who now find the Bible 
too earnest to be palatable, and too frank to be in 
good form, forget that their fathers would never 
have left the worship of Odin and Thor and the 
delights of piracy and bloodshed had it not been for 
the sledge-hammer blows dealt by the Bible to those 
sins which especially beset our Anglo-Saxon blood.” 
—W. H. P. Faunce, The Supremacy of the Bible, 
quoted in Tarbell’s Teachers Guide. 


The Heart of the Matter 


Concerning Christian insight in all departments, 
(see 2. above) you might like this anonymous series 
of questions that remind us that Christ is truly the 
power and the wisdom of God for all education. 


“Jesus is God’s Alpha and Omega of revelation. 
We call the roll of the world’s workers and are 
thrilled to see how He meets the needs of all classes 
and conditions of men. The revelation of the many- 
sidedness of Jesus amazes us. 


Are you an artist? He is altogether lovely. 
Are you an architect? He is the chief cornerstone. 
Are you an astronomer? He is the bright and 
Morning Star and the Sun of Righteousness. 
Are you a banker? In Him are all the treasures 
of wisdom. 

Are you a baker? He is the living bread. 

Are you a biologist? He is the life. 

Are you a builder? He is the sure Foundation. 

Are you a carpenter? He is the Door. 

Are you a doctor? He is the Great Physician. 

Are you a farmer? He is the sower and Lord of 
the harvest. 

Are you a florist? He is the Rose’ of Sharon and 
Lily of the Valley. 

Are you a geologist? He is the Rock of Ages. 

Are you a horticulturist” He is the true Vine. 

Are you a judge? He is the righteous Judge, the 
Judge of all men. 

Are you a juror? He is the faithful and true wit- 
ness. 

Are you a lawyer? He is the counselor, the law 
giver, the Advocate. 

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 10 


ministry. If we older ministers did our duty along 
this line, perhaps there would not be today the 
shortage of those training for the Gospel ministry. 
Leaders in Young People’s Conferences have a 
wonderful opportunity to help these earnest Young 
People to seek God’s guidance and call to definite 
full-time service. 


Il’. The First Missionary Journey: 
Acts 13:4-5, 13 


The church at Antioch was a live church spirit- 
ually, therefore a missionary church. The Holy 
Spirit said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work whereunto I have called them. So they being 
sent forth by the Holy Spirit, departed . , . and they 
had also John to their minister. (R.V.—as their at- 
tendant ) 


After their experiences in Cyprus they loosed 
trom Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia: and 
John departing from them returned to Jerusalem. 
Just why he returned has been a matter of discus- 
sion and conjecture. The work of a missionary was 
perhaps more tiresome and difficult than he had 
expected it to be, or he may have been fearful of the 
further hardships and dangers which faced them, or 
he may have been sick with malaria, or homesick. 
Whatever the reason, it did not seem a sufficient 
one to the apostle Paul, as we shall see later. 


It is often the case that a young missionary be- 
comes discouraged after the first glamor and ex- 
citement have passed away. From my own experi- 
ence I know that there is a “let down” feeling after 
one has been on the field for a few weeks, or even 
months. Older missionaries are not always as easy 
to work with as we imagine a missionary ought to 
be, or as considerate as they might be. This time of 
adjustment, and in most cases today, of learning a 
new language and becoming acquainted with new 
people, is apt to cause some homesickness and a 
desire to return to America. I think that most of 
us who have been on the Foreign Field know how 
to at least sympathize with this young man. They 
were starting into new territory, different from the 
island of Cyprus which was the home of Barnabas, 
and many things may have combined to make John 
Mark “run away” again, as he had on the night 
Jesus was arrested. 


I. The Second Missionary Journey: 


Acts | 5 :36-40. 


As Barnabas and Saul begin their second mission- 
ary journey John Mark becomes the occasion for 
the separation of these two great companions, Saul 
said to Barnabas, Let us go again and visit our 
brethren in every city where we have preached the 
word of the Lord, and see how they do. Barnabas 
determined to take Mark: but Paul thought it not 
good to take him with them, who departed from 
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VESPER TOPICS 


Are you a newspaperman? He is the Good Tid- 
ings of great joy. 

Are you an oculist? He is the Light of the eyes. 

Are you a Philanthropist? He is the Unspeakable 
Gift, 

Are you a philosopher? He is the wisdom of God. 

Are you a preacher? He is the Word of God. 

Are you a railroadman? He is the new and living 
Way. 

Are you a sculptor? He is the Living Stone. 

Are you a student? He is the Incarnate Truth. 

Are you a theologian? He is the Author and 
finisher of our faith. 

Are you a toiler? He is the Giver of Rest. 

Are you a realtor? He is the Lord of the Land 
that is fairer than day. 

Are you a Christian? He is the Savior, Redeemer 
and Lord. 

Are you a sinner? He is the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world. 


My friend, what is He to you?” 


SUGGESTIONS 


This program is tremendously important. You 
will find in Presbyterian Youth that the material is 
presented in the form of a dialogue between Sherlock 


them from Pamphylia and went not with them to 
the work. The result was that Barnabas took John 
Mark and sailed unto Cyprus, and Paul chose Silas 
and went to the other churches. 


Barnabas—son of encouragement—naturally felt 
for Mark, especially since he was his nephew, and 
wished to give him a chance to redeem himself. Paul. 
although a great man—the greatest of the apostles— 
did not feel the same way. His deepest concern 
was the work of the ministry and missionary and he 
wished all who accompanied him to be as faithful! 
and fearless as he was. He seems to be lacking in 
patience and understanding in this instance. Barn- 
abas proved to be a better judge of character than 
Paul, or was it through the sympathy and helpful 
ness of his warm-hearted uncle that John regained 
his courage! 


VI. Mark Makes Good: 
Colossians 4:10; Il. Tim. 4:11 
Phile:non 4, I Peter 5:13 


It is one of the best signs of a truly great man 
when he admits that he has made a mistake and i. 
ready to correct that mistake. Paul was a great and 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWENTY-ONE) 
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noble character and he readily and gladly admits 
that John Mark has “made good.” In Colossians 
4:10 Paul speaks of Mark in these words: “and 
Markus, sister's son to Barnabas, (touching whom 
ye have received commandments; if he come unto 
you, receive him). In II Timothy 4:11 ‘Take 
Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable 
to me for the ministry.” This indicated clearly that 
Paul was not only ready to receive him as a Chris- 
tian brother, but was counting on him as a loyal 
and faithful disciple, for Paul is now in prison, 
(his second imprisonment) and waiting the time of 
his departure. He is calling for the most loyal and 
loved of all his helpers in this time of need, for 
many had forsaken him. “Only Luke is with me.” 
To class Mark along with his beloved physician as 
one whom he desires to be with him, is high com- 
mendation. I have read of soldiers who appeared to 
be cowards in their first battle who afterwards 
became heroes. The first battle may have scared 
John Mark, but he is no coward now. 


In Philemon 2+ Paul classifies Markus along with 
others as ‘my fellow laborers.” In I Peter 5:13 


Vesper Topics For September 10-17: 


Peter calls him “my son,” and he seems to be in 
the church at Babylon. Would not Peter be the 
very one to understand John Mark? He had been 
along the same road and had been brought back by 
the grace of God. An interesting study is the rela- 
tion of Mark and Peter in the writing of the Gospel 
of Mark. Did Peter tell the story and Mark write 
it down? 

In this man we have another example of what the 
grace of God can do for us and with us. Let no one 
“sive up” if he has been timid, or afraid, or has even 
“run away” in a time of crisis. Our God is merciful 
and full of patience and love. Let us come back and 
“make good,” even as John Mark did. 


QUESTIONS FOR STUDY 
AND DISCUSSION 


What is our attitude toward the faltering and 
faulty? 

Are we doing all we can in the spirit of meekness 
to restore such an one? 

Are great men apt to be too stern and exacting 
in relation to others? 


Operation Walking 


This program “Operation Walking” is designed to cover two Sunday night Vesper programs and calls 
for action in a new and different type of program. The one for September 10 is by way of preparation so 
that you will be ready to enter into the program of September 17. In each part of the program a Scripture 
lesson is suggested in the worship program, and we submit, herewith, outline studies of the Scripture 


passages, 


lntroduction 


This first program, the topic of which reminds 
immediately that we are getting ready to do some- 
thing, is designed to prepare us to go out and bring 
others into our young people’s group, The Scripture 
lesson assigned has to do with Phillip going out and 
bringing Nathaniel into the disciples’ band. There 
is something in that event that reminds us of the 
abiding elements that are always present when any 
Christian goes out to invite someone else into the 
Christian life. Let us then study it so that we can 
realize what we are about. 

Scripture Lesson: John 1:43-49 
1. 4 Command Obeyed: V. 43-44. 

Phillip one day was found by Jesus Christ, and 
Christ said to Phillip, “follow me.” Phillip then 
tollowed Christ and was a direct diseiple of His. 
We need to always remind ourselves that before we 
can go out and bring anybody else into the Christian 
fellowship, we must first have obeyed the commands 
to come to Christ, to receive Christ, and to follow 
Christ. When we have obeyed the command to 
come to Christ, we are then ready to obey the 
command to go for Christ. 


2. A Testimony Given: V. 45. 
When Phillip went out and found Nathaniel, he 
didn’t tell Nathaniel to come and join his church 
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or begin to do good works that he ought to do. He 
simply gave a testimony, “We have found Him of 
whom Moses in the law and the prophets did write.” 
When we go out in the name of Christ and the 
church, we are not going to ask people to do as we 
do or to tell them to do as they ought. We are not 
going to change their opinions, We are simply going 
to give a testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ and to 
point men to Him. 


3. A Person Saved. 


(a) He heard a message. V. 45. 
(b) He asked a question. V. 46a. 


(c) He was challenged to prove the message. 
V. 466. 


(d) He was convinced. V. 47-48. 
(e) He confessed Christ. V. 49. 


When Phillip came and preached the message, Na- 
thaniel heard a message that pointed him to Christ 
and he asked a question that he might know more of 


Christ. 


Rather than having his question answered, Na- 
thaniel challenged him to come to Christ himself 
and prove the truthfulness of the message. As Na- 
thaniel was coming to Christ, Jesus spoke to him 


with words that convinced him that He, Christ, 


21 


lid 
eves 
able 
70d. | 
d. 
ving | 
th. 
yand 
You 
al is 
loc! 


was true and Nathaniel confessed Him then and 
there. When we give our testimony for Christ in 
this manner we find a person convinced and saved 
by confessing Christ. 


September 17: Walking Vespers 
Introduction 


This program tonight is the one in which we will 
go out and visit. But first, before we go, we need to 
worship to be sure that as we go, His presence and 
blessing will go with us. 


Scripture Lesson 


Luke 10:1-9, 17-20 


In the Gospel of Luke we read how our Lord 
Jesus sent 70 out, two by two, to visit in every city 
and place for Him. This sending out of the 70, of 
course, is different from the sending out of the 12 
in Matthew’s gospel and from the Great Com- 
mission of Matthew 28. But in this sending out of 
the 70, we have illustrated five things that are al- 
Ways true in every evangelistic effort of ours in 


Christ’s behalf. 
1. A Challenge - Harvest is Great: V. 2a. 


In Jesus’ day the harvest was great and in our 
day it is even greater, with the world’s population 
becoming pagan at a far greater rate than itis be- 
coming even nominally Christian. 


2.4 Command - Pray Ye: V. 2b. 


Those of us who love the Lord Jesus Christ are 
interested in seeing laborers go out to work in this 
great harvest and we have the command of our Lord 
to pray for laborers We often undertake many re- 
cruiting efforts that fail, and the reason they fail is 
that we have forgotten the first command. We have 
forgotten to pray to the Lord of the Harvest. 


3. 4d Commission -Go Your Ways: Tl. 3. 


Following the command to pray, the Lord com- 
manded the 70 to go their ways and do the job that 
they were called to do in the harvest field. When 
we face the challenge of the great harvest field of 
the world and pray that laborers will be sent into 
the harvest field, God is surely going to send us into 
that part of the harvest field in which He wants us 
to labor. 


4.4 Commitment - Sent Forth: 3-9. 


These 70 were sent forth into an alien and ag- 
nostic world, but God went with them and pro- 
tected them and supplied their every need, Even so, 
if we commit our all unto Him and go where we 
are sent, He will supply every material need and He 
will supply every word and power that we need to 
accomplish our spiritual task. 


5. The Consummation: I’. 17-20. 


When the 70 returned they were full of joy be- 
cause the power of God had been with them and 


the blessing of God had attended their labors. Al- 
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ways, when we answer a challenge from God and 
commit ourselves to the commission that He has 
given, we find that God blesses. 


SUGGESTIONS 


Follow the arrangements and program as set 
down in Presbyterian Youth for these two Sunday 
nights, but be sure to relate what you are doing to 
the command and purpose of Christ, as expressed in 
the Scripture lessons. 


(CHURCH NEWs—coNTINUED) 
R. W. Park, Jr. 
Ordained, Installed 
By Harmony Presbytery 


The Rev. R. W. Park, Jr. was installed as pastor 
of Central Presbyterian Church, Kingstree, S. C.., 
in June after being ordained to the ministry by 
Harmony Presbytery June 8. 


Ordained in an adjourned session of the presby- 
tery, Mr. Park plans to study further in the Univer- 
sity of Edinburgh, Scotland and will enter there 
October 1. Park Jr, was graduated from Presby- 
terian College, Clinton, S. C. 


He spent 39 months in service, part of which was 
as mavigator aboard a bomber in the European 
theater. He was graduated from Princeton The- 
ological Seminary June 6, 1950. 


Members of the installation commission were 
Rev. Russell W. Park, father of Park Jr.; Rev. H. 
A. Knox of Andrews, former pastor of the Central 
Church of Kingstree; Rev. Hayes Clarke of Kings- 
tree and the session of the Lake City Presbyterian 
Church with elder D. C. Brown, clerk of the 


session of Central Church. 
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BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS RECEIPTS 
INCREASE $29,000 APRIL TO JUNE 


The Board of World Missions reports an increase 
of $29,432.22 in receipts from April 1 to June 30, 
1950 as compared with the same period in 1949. 


Approximately $25,000 of this increase represents 
overseas relief and interchurch aid funds being 
handled by the Board of World Missions this year 
for the first time. 


The Board of World. Missions has imeluded in 
its budget for the first time this year $100,000 for 
the work of Overseas relief and inter-churech aid in 
compensation for the increase in the percentage of 
benevolent funds allocated to the Board. The 
actual increase in comparison with the preceding 
vear would be only approximately $4,432.22. Thus 
the $25,000 increase as reported represents receipts 
of these funds for one quarter, the total for the four 
vearly quarters totaling $100,000. 


Curry B. Hearn, treasurer of the board, reports 
the comparative gain as follows: 

April 1 to June 30, 1949: $180,673.62. 

April 1 to June 30, 1950: $210,105.84. 


Program of Progress April 1 to June 30, 1950: 
$83,735.94. 


Florence Church 
Pays Tribute To 
Mrs. P. F. Price 


A Memorial Service to Mrs. P. Frank Price was 
held in the First Presbyterian Church, Florence, 
S. C, July 18 at the regular meeting of the Women 
of the Church. Mrs. J. C. Kendall, historian, 
presented to Dr. Price a memorial certificate in 
memory of, and in tribute to Mrs. Price. 


Dr, Price gratefully acknowledged the gift. He 
told how Mrs. Price had loved the work of the 
Women of the Church. Reading excerpts from 
letters from their son Frank in China and also from 
Miss Marcia Wong, President of the Woman's 
Bible Training School of which Mrs. Price was co- 
founder, Dr. Price told of two memorial services 
which had been held in China when news of her 
death had been received. 


The services had been attended by hundreds of 
Chinese people who loved “Mother Price’ and 
wished to do her honor. Dr Price said these 
services were deeply gratifying to all who love her, 
showing as they did that her life had been so im- 
portant to the life of China and cto the Church in 
China. 


Dr. Hough Preaching At 
Brandon, Raymond, Miss. 


The Rev. R. E. Hough, D. D., former pastor of 
Central Presbyterian Church in Jackson, Miss., is 
now preaching regularly in the Presbyterian church- 
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Assembly Recommendations 
Regarding “Education” 


Days and Seasons: September 1950 - study book 

“Beside The Hearthstone,” by Robert A. Lapsley, 

in the area of the Christian Home, to be studied in 

every local Church. (See Book Reviews, this issue). 

September 24: Rally Day. 

December 31: Christian Student Night (special ap- 
peal for life dedication). 

April 8, 1951: National Christian College Sunday. 
(Prayer for our own church schools and colleges), 


FAMILY NEWS 


“In these decisive days, as goes the family, so goes 
the world.” 


HEADLINES FOR SEPTEMBER 


W hat? 
CHURCHWIDE STUDY OF CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE. 
W hy? 
1. Because the Christian religion is a family re- 
ligion. 
2. Because Christian families make up the 
Church. 
3. Because the demands of life today require 
strong Christian homes. 
Who? 
“EVERY FAMILY IN YOUR CHURCH. 
How? 


A NEW TYPE OF STUDY. 

1. Parents discussing problems in classes at 
Church. 

2. Whole families thinking and working together 
in homes. 


What Helps Are Available? 


BesipeE THE HEARTHSTONE, by Robert A. Laps- 
lev, Jr., $1.00, and Study Guide, Your CHURCH 
Anp Your Home, by Joseph M. Gettys, 25e, 
from The Southern Presbyterian Journal, Wea- 


verville, N. C. 


es of Brandon and Raymond, Miss. Dr. Hough 
reports a new educational building added to the 
church in Raymond and plans for a similar building 
in the Brandon church. And, he adds, the Raymond 


congregation seems to have taken on new life with 


the enlarging of the church plant. 
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